Gros completed the painting in less than six months, working alone in his studio at Versailles. He would admit no one, and had no assistance despite his increased suffering from rheumatism. The painting caused a sensation when it was exhibited at the Salon of September 1804, soon after its completion. Fellow artists crowned the painting with laurels, and a banquet was held in Gros's honour.
Vivant Denon, Director-General of Museums, gave a contemporary estimation of the painting which still holds good today. Writing to Napoleon, he said: " This painting is truly a masterpiece; it is so much greater than anything that Gros has done previously, that by this work alone he will rank amongst the most outstanding artists of the French School."
MEDICAL EDUCATION
The Primary F.R.C.S. Examination-a Fresh Look " It has become increasingly apparent in recent years that the present examination is no longer completely satisfactory. The vast and rapid expansion of knowledge-particularly of applied physiology, biochemistry, and pathology-have made the scope of the examination very wide indeed. The two main criticisms, however, are, firstly, that the examination is unduly punitive to the young man in training in that it demands a great deal of reading, much of it revision and much of it not of particular application to the specialty he has chosen to follow. This criticism is especially valid in regard to topographical anatomy. Secondly, the examination is not entirely relevant to the clinical situation in which the candidate is working. Only the exceptional candidate can take the Primary in his stride. The majority have perforce to sacrifice time reading for this examination that might better be spent in the wards or laboratory. 
